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Autistic Children Launch the NRC in Tulkrem 

Launching the NRC coincided with the National Autism Awareness Month. Tamer Institute 

coordinated with Awdeh Center for Autistic Children in Tulkarem to launch the NRC 

there.  26 children (20 males, 6 females) launched the NRC through making and flying kits. 

The children were supported by their teacher and Tamer’s team in addition to the youth teams 

who had a great role in helping the autistic children to make the kits and fly them. The 

children wrote messages to the Palestinian community about reading and autism. The 

children also joined a storytelling activity. The session was implemented by Subheyya, a 

community librarian at the Child Care Charitable Association. This activity targeted one of 

the most marginalized groups of children; it aimed at engaging autistic children with 

community events; it empowered the youth teams to support children in need; it also builds 

on the experience of the community librarians and empowers them to contribute into the 

development of their communities strategically.  

“The fact that the activity was implemented at a center that works with autistic children made 

me feel in charge immediately. I felt I had to pay close attention to how they react to the 

different activities. It was such a rich experience for me. It was the first time for me and I 

would love to repeat it more often.” Tareq Heshme, 16 years old, youth teams, Tulkrem.  

“We worked with Tamer’s team on building kites; it was a very nice activity; children had a 

chance to build a kite and write on it. It was an indescribable feeling for children to join the 

community and feel they are not behind and that they too have creativity and energy for 

activities like.”  Khaled Aby Issa, coordinator, Awdeh Center for Autistic Children. 
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Youth Teams lead Radio and Online cultural Activities in Tulkarem 

 

The youth teams contacted one of the community librarians, Subheyye from the Child Care 

Charitable Association to implement a storytelling activity of one of the popular folkloric 

tales through Kol Al-Nas radio channel that is well-known in Tulkarem. They set up all the 

decorations needed and led the whole process. The storytelling sessions were broadcasted 

through the radio channel, their Facebook page and through the youth teams’ Instagram page 

throughout the campaign. This activity was the first of its kind in Tulkarem in terms of 
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broadcasting stories through the radio; it was completely designed and led by the youth 

teams. 

“It was a great experience for me; I felt I was telling not only children, but everyone, stories 

about our grandparents. People provided me with positive feedback and I felt so proud of 

myself. I would love to repeat this experience and I really thank Tamer’s coordinator and the 

wonderful youth team members who cooperated with me.” Subheyyeh, librarian.  

 

Virtual tour between the Resource Center/Ramallah and Nawa Organization/Gaza 

The resource center library arranged for a virtual tour through Yahya Ashour, a book writer 

and facilitator who works with Nawa organization in Gaza strip. Children, ages 11-16, were 

introduced to the library at Tamer, the books and the events that take place there. The 

Resource Center team talked about their personal stories with books and children were 

encouraged to share their stories too. They also talked about the youth teams and how to 

communicate with them. It was the first virtual experience implemented in this area. 

The youth teams lead a collective art exhibition in Jenin and Tubas Areas  

The youth team members in Jenin and Tubas areas worked with the network of community 

libraries and arranged for a collective art exhibition for all libraries. The participating 

librarians joined a psychosocial support through expressive art program and worked with 

groups of children and youth teams on utilizing reading, writing, music and art in general to 

express their ideas and feelings. The youth teams in cooperation with the librarians collected 

the writings, art work, photos of the community libraries’ children and youth and presented 

them in a collective central art exhibition in the Cultural Child Development in Jenin. The 

writings of the youth presented themes of isolation and how it influences them, their land and 

national identity, their hopes and dreams among other themes. The art works also included 

the main theme of the campaign, the sun, looking for hope. The youth team also prepared a 

collective movie about their activities and achievements and presented them to the exhibition 

audience. The youth teams invited the parents, town councils’ representatives, centers’ 

employees and local figures who attended the exhibition and thanked the youth teams and 
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librarians for their efforts. Radio Al-Balad, a local radio channel in Jenin, invited the youth 

teams to talk about the NRC.  

 

The community library reaches out to children with diabetes and cancer  

Tamer has been working for over 30 years with community libraries to try and disseminate 

the mission of the institute of promoting reading, writing and expressive arts among children, 

youth and community members to achieve sustainable development. Tamer focuses on 

engaging the librarians and volunteers in learning paths to empower them so they can reach 

out to children and youth who are the most in need. This year, through the NRC, Betteer’s 

Public librarian, Mariam Mo’ammer, reached out to AL-Sdeel Center that provides palliative 

care for children who suffer from diabetes and/or cancer. The librarian did a storytelling 

activity for one of the popular folkloric tales and discussed the story “Sha’shaboune/spider”. 

Students from the Faculty of Nursing/Bethlehem also implemented an awareness raising 

session on Covid-19. It was a very interactive fun day for children; they had a chance to join 

a variety of activities.  

Establishing a community library’s nucleus in Hebron 

A nucleus for a community library was established in Hebron in cooperation with Fridge 

theater. Through our cooperation and activities with the theater, the team observed that there 

is a need for prompting reading and writing among children and youth in the village of Beit 

Awwa. The team of the fridge theater in cooperation with Tamer launched the NRC activities 

for the first time in the village through performing the puppet show: “Mr. Lion and the 

Apples’ Thief” which is based on one of Tamer’s books that has the same title. Tamer 

Institute provided the library with over 100 books for children to start with. The team will 

work together with the local community there to activate the library and hold activities on a 

regular basis.  

More Quotations  
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Bait Al-Fan/House of Art Association, Tulkarem, local partners: “For us, reading is a major 

tool for understanding community; we wanted to be partners in the NRC to reach especially 

to the youth to promote for community values. Through discussions the participants shared 

their experiences in a way that enhances the values of democracy and free expression. This is 

our approach to turn reading into values practiced on ground to raise awareness among the 

youth of national values.” 

“Whenever I learn about an activity held by Tamer, I go and take my children. My children 

all of Tamer’s publications.” a mother from Hebron, 28 years old, Is’ad Al-Tofouleh Public 

Library. 

 

“We implemented a storytelling activity with grandmothers. They had a curiosity towards the 

library; they all wanted to check out the place that their grandchildren go to and what they 

learn there.” Sara, a community librarian and facilitator, Hebron.  

 

“I love reading; reading helped me make friends. My father is my sun because he is away 

from us sometimes.” Rema, 13 years old girl, Al-Far’a Municipality Library, Tubas.  

 

“When I observed the NRC poster, I felt that the hands of children somehow show that they 

have a dream that is inside the sun; the children from the Hamsa Bedouin Community said 

that the family is hiding inside the sun” Salam Besharat, Tammoun Community Library, 

Tubas.  

 

Baba TRead to Me, 2021 

Sharif Suwaiti, a father from Hebron said: “I felt that the central campaign day was like a 

festival to children; they transferred from 4- walls houses to a completely different universe”. 

Sabri, a father from Gaza said: “Children were very happy with the activities; it was better 

than an entertaining day (Tashsheh)”. The activities of the campaign responded to the needs 

of fathers to release stress and revive the child spirit in them. Sabri commented: “You made 

me travel 25 years back, to the world of childhood.” 
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Fattouh, an 11 years old boy said: “I told my friends at school about the activity. They said, 

the next time, we will register to join it.” 

Najati, a father from Hebron said: “I used to think that a mother is always responsible for 

children’s education. The campaign highlighted the role that I could play as a father; this 

helps create a connection between me and my child.”  

Ali Al-Amleh, a father and uncle from Hebron said: “I took my child, nieces and nephews to 

the campaign’s activities; I felt it was good for them.” 

 

Najati continued: “We hope for a better future for our children. The campaign helped 

enlighten us as fathers. In my childhood, I didn't join activities like these; this campaign 

helped increase my awareness of my child’s needs. I would like to encourage all fathers to 

register their children with the municipalities’ libraries so they can borrow books and be 

informed of the library’s schedule of activities. Ayman, a father from Nablus said: “The title 

of the campaign is catchy. The way the activities are implemented is different from how 

activities are implemented by other Institutes. During this campaign, it was very important 

that the father joins the activity unlike other institutes where activities are implemented only 

for children without their fathers.” 

he details and the illustration. Selma, a 9 years old girl from East Jerusalem said: “I loved that 

the children are climbing the tree.” Taim, an 8 years old boy said: “letters caught my 

attention the most.” Fattouh, an 11 years old boy said: “I liked that the father plays with his 

children and feeds them.”  

Ayman, a father from Nablus said: “Selecting Nablus Municipality Public library as a place 

to hold the activities of the campaign was very good; it also highlighted the value of the 

library.” Sabri, a father from Gaza said: “the venue was well-prepared; the team were very 

friendly.” Ahmad, a father from Ezaryeeh said: “they communicated with us concerning the 

time that suits us to launch the campaign; the venue was all set.” 

 

Book discussions (2019-2021) 

Silly Lilly  
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In Salfeet, WB, Ahlam Besharat, a 

Palestinian distinguished author of 

children’s books and young adults’ 

books worked with students, boys and 

girls, in Beddya village/Salfit. Ahlam 

published many great books with Tamer 

and other publishing houses, the last of 

which is “Maryam, Lady of the 

Astrolabe” and “My Grandfather’s 

Bed”. Her books were shortlisted for 

many literary awards like Etisalat Award (UAE), Palestine Book Award by the Middle East 

Monitor (MEMO) and the International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) among 

others. Ahlam’s experience in developing her passion for writing and the challenges she 

faced to overcome her struggles made her a great source of inspiration for children and young 

adults. Ahlam also used to work as an Arabic teacher so she is well aware of the challenges 

that children face at school at both levels, education and protection.  

Ahlam worked with the children on discussing the story of “Silly Lili”; following the 

discussion, the children made the tree of red merry hearts vs the tree of gray upside-down 

sad hearts. Children were engaged in an interactive discussion of the things that makes their 

heart red and the words that make their hearts gray and sad. Based on the activity, Ahlam 

talked with the children about their home and school activities and what is the ideal 

environment for them. Ahlam did book-inspired activities to discuss issues related to child 

rights and protection at Beddya schools. She solved a bullying issue that occurred between 

students during the implementation of one of the activities; all the children had the chance to 

discuss the issue of bullying also based on the situation and how to respond to it and solve it 

in a healthy way.  

At a school in Ramallah, the same activity was implemented with groups of children 

following reading and discussing the stories. Some of the word’s children wrote that would 

turn their heart upside down include “silly, fatty, annoying, …”; Words children wrote that 

would make their heart go boom boom include: “sweetie, I love you, hero, wonderful …”. 
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Children were eager to talk about their personal experiences in terms of the places they like 

to visit just like Lilly and the words/phrases they love to hear.  

 

 

One of the children joining the referred to 

activities for example, drew Lili’s heart in 

the shape of ice-cream. Other children 

expressed their support to Lili by drawing 

hearts for her using different colors. 

Through discussions, children talked about 

the bad words they hear in their community, 

the same as is the case with Lili. One of the 

children said: “sometimes we say bad 

words.” another child responded: “Yes, 

because we hear them a lot.” 

When discussing the story with teachers, they 

discussed that there is a lesson within the 

curriculum that tackles “mercy/kindness” 

and that this story can be used to better 

explain that lesson. In order to connect the 

story to real life, teachers were introduced to 

exercises to develop inside the classroom in 

order to introduce this value “mercy” through 

the story.  
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The same story was discussed with parents through Positive 

Discipline in Everyday Parenting (PDEP) program with 

groups of parents and the same activity was implemented; it 

was the first time for many of them to reflect upon their 

experiences and emotions utilizing children’s books. The 

program also aimed at helping parents to create a healthy 

warm home environment for children. 

 

Mr. Lion and the Apples’ Thief 

The books, Mr. Lion and the Apples’ Thief and Silly Lilli were used in capacity building 

sessions with Librarians to conduct -drama based activities with children at their community 

libraries to help children express their feelings through drama and release stress. The 

intervention was under a program that aimed at improving the well-being of children. 

The book, “Mr. Lion and the Apples’ Thief” was turned into a puppet show in cooperation with 

a local theater in Hebron “The Fridge Theater”. This cooperation was the inspiration of 

establishing a nucleus for a community library. Through our cooperation and activities with 

the theater in producing and performing the play, the team observed that there is a need for 

prompting reading and writing among children and youth in the village of Beit Awwa. The 

team of the fridge theater in cooperation with Tamer launched the National Reading Campaign 

activities for the first time in the village through performing the puppet show: “Mr. Lion and 

the Apples’ Thief”. Tamer Institute provided the library with over 100 books for children to 

start with. It should be pointed out that the performance was implemented all over the WB 

areas, to promote reading among children and help them release stress and enjoy group 

activities together; the shows were especially important during 2020 since they were 

implemented in open public spaces and were like a space for children who had a very tough 

year in light of covid-19. 

In Hebron-France Community library, during one of the sessions with children, when asked 

what book they wanted to discuss, they chose Zenobia; they said they wanted to learn about 
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this strong female queen who ruled the country; it was a main reason why they loved the book. 

In Bethlehem, in Doha community library, following discussions with “Silly Lilly”, children 

expressed how they loved the character of Lilly; they thought she is honest, fun. One child said: 

“I am honest with my friends, but also kind.” In Aqqaba community Library in Jenin, the book 

“Mr. Lion and the Apples’ Thief” was discussed with groups of children; who talked about 

their experience in bullying through the story. In Gaza, children also discussed themes of 

bullying with their parents who said the story helped them increase awareness of their children 

on how to protect themselves from bullying. Mohammed, one of the children said: “The lion 

is not a thief but he couldn’t get anyone to listen to him.” Dian, one of the girls said: “We 

should learn how to listen to each other and not mock others for how they are dressed.” 

“Mr. Lion at the Cinema” 

At Aba school in Jenin, the story “Mr. Lion at the Cinema” was discussed with groups of 

children; they talked about respecting others and linked the story to their personal daily issues 

like respecting each other during buying from the cantina.  

“Zenobia” 

Maysoon Sha’th, a librarian from Rafah municipality public library/Gaza said commenting on 

discussing the book Zenobia with Children: “Children loved the illustrations of the story; they 

expected the plot before reading the words; they sympathized a lot with the little girl in the 

story as if she was their friend.” Suhair Abo Alwan, a librarian at Women Programs’ Center in 

Rafah/Gaza said: “I was worried that children will be negatively influenced by the story; on 

the contrary, they loved the story and asked that we read it more than once.” Hala, a 10 years 

old girl from Khanyounis/Gaza, said: “many girls in Gaza passed through the same experience 

as Zenobia; they lost their families; many girls died; others could have been dead because of 

the war. Executive wars make people leave; the sea is dangerous and they could drown in 

there.” Faris, a 10 years old boy from Gaza said. 
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