
The Oil’s Secret 

Sebastian Nathan 

 

After yet another permit to visit his dad has been rejected, Jud decides to takes matters into his 

own hands. Having never met his father, Jud is understandably frustrated and angry at this point. 

Even though he is faced with the impossible task to overcome and outsmart the violent and 

bureaucratic oppression, he remains hopeful and optimistic that he will achieve his goal. 

Jud’s situation is somewhat special: His father’s sperm was smuggled out of prison in order for his 

mother to conceive him.  Therefore, father and son only knows each other from pictures. Now 

twelve years of age, Jud has grown desperate to meet his father, to have a father whom he can 

share his thoughts, emotions and doubts with. 

Jud must make up a plan to enter the prison, now that the conventional way is not an option. The 

first obstacle is of course the Apartheid Wall. He involves his friends in his plans, and the rabbit 

Samour, the bird Abu Riesha and the cat Khanfour are all eager to help. But it is fair to say that 

they do lack a bit of expertise. Luckily, there is one who knows exactly how to cross the Apartheid 

Wall: the dog Abu Nab One Tusk. He was trained by the Americans and has worked in the 

Department of Security. Then he joined the First Intifada where he had worked alongside Jud’s 

father. 

There is no doubt that Abu Nab is the right man, or dog, for the mission. And so begins the 

dangerous and nervy journey across the wall. With border guards chasing the gang, this is an action 

packed beginning to the adventure of the Oil’s Secret. But however earnest and brave this attempt 

is, the group must soon realize that their plan isn’t perfect and that masculine heroism won’t get 

them much closer to their goal. 

Instead, another approach is needed. Here Um Rumi enters the story and carries with her all her 

wisdom. Well, Um Rumi is a 1500 years old olive tree and she has a secret to share, a special gift. 

Every age has its disease, she says, and throughout the years, the oil from Um Rumi’s tree has 



been able to cure these diseases. Now Jud must use this secret to cure the disease of his own time. 

Um Rumi also has a plan to take Jud and his friends across the wall.  

Here the story takes a turn. Elements of mythology and magic lends its wings to Jud and his friends. 

It is no longer just a personal quest of a young boy, their mission has got an ethical weight to it 

after Um Rumi’s interference. How they decide to use the power that comes with the oil’s secret, 

will have great consequences to many other than themselves.  

It becomes a story of justice, of fundamental rights. A story about human violence, against other 

humans as well as nature. Somehow in this story, goodness has its own will, and it can outsmart 

the evil. Thus there is an ethical dimension to the story, it asks a question to both Jud the 

protagonist, and the faceless oppressors: What do you do with your power? 

On top of this, there is a matter of representation that seems key to Waleed Daqqah. The book 

exposes a violent and rigid oppression that is very real, and depicting the immobility of the 

Palestinians within this system is definitely a point. It is a bleak view on the current state of things. 

For an international audience this might be news. And the sensibility of the narration, the 

humanity of Jud, will make it hard not to listen.  

 


