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Collecting pieces of old pottery that she finds along the shore of Yafa, Vera is an aspiring little 

artist. She doesn’t yet know, that her imagination is going to take her on a travel near and far. 

Through ancient times to the village of Sinjil and up among the stars, this book is a joyous 

adventure about all the possibilities imagination gives us.  

The story begins with the mythical story of the marriage between the Mediterranean Sea and the 

city of Yafa. One of the many children to come from this marriage is Vera Tamari. Seeing how 

happy Vera is from collecting old pottery and sea shells, the sea decides to give her an opportunity 

to explore the world, or should I say universe, of pottery further.  

There is a carefree happiness about everything in this story. Different levels of imagination, dream, 

mythology and play is mingled together in a beautiful way. And being the story of how Vera Tamari 

became an artist, it makes so much sense that these spheres intertwine the way they do.  

Vera is very empathetic character. She has a sensitivity towards all things, the stories they carry 

and the possibilities they bring. This empathy is a way for her to learn about the world and thus to 

grow, both as an artist and as a person. 

The storyline of the book has a peculiar logic to it, just as Vera herself has. This reminds me of how 

magic can play a part in adventures. How objects and places can have motives and passions. Not 

just human emotions and reason has “a thing to say”, and in this book we meet for example The 

Mediterranean Sea, The city of Yafa and a Jar with a dream to become a galaxy, all as acting 

characters that affect the story in different ways.  

This of course brings the story to surprising places, in surprising manners. With every turn of the 

page, the book comes up with something new, but as I’ve said, always something that seems 

natural though unexpected. Everything can be what you want it to, or what it wants to. It just takes 

imagination and desire, this story reminds us.  


