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A busy, noisy street in New York, crowded with people, cars and shops. Not really the place for 

contemplation and fine arts, is it? This is where we step into the home and studio on Samia Halaby, 

the Palestinian artist living in New York. From her window, she overlooks this crowded street and 

here, among many other places, she finds inspiration for her paintings.  

Things that we might find dull or ordinary, like traffic, commercial billboards or just the weather, 

Samia shows us is definitely not.  She makes everything come alive anew, though not in the shape 

we usually perceive the world. Samia is condensing the world to a kind of essence. Of colour, shape 

and movement. And by doing so, a window is opened. Memories start speaking a new language 

and suddenly there is a dialogue between past and present. Between New York City and Samia’s 

childhood in Jaffa. Memories of the olive orchards and the fig trees, the sky above Jerusalem, the 

tales of her grandmother.  

This way, the personal history of the artist becomes visible, piece by piece throughout the book. 

This makes her memories and experiences very accessible to the outside reader, even negotiable, 

because it is told so universally through shape and colour. It makes memory a kind of playground, 

a space of creation.  

In Samia’s works, I find both depth and brightness, hope and remembrance. I think it is definitely 

a good place for children to experience abstract art for perhaps the first time. It is both beautiful, 

intuitive and fun to follow her process. In a way, the art of Samia Halaby is very inclusive, for the 

readers will definitely “connect their own dots” when reading the book and looking at the abstract 

paintings of Samia.  

The story of Samia’s Coloured Sky is followed by a series of activities for children to try and 

experiment with creating abstract art of their own. This encourages the reader to experience the 

possibilities of creativity in one of its most free forms. 


