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In this book by Rana Anani, we enter the studio of painter Al-Hallaj. The old man appears at 

first strange, a bit mysterious and perhaps even scary. But it does not take long before the 

reader is hopelessly charmed by the fascinating artist and his universe.  

As soon as he wakes from sleep, he paints pictures of the creatures he has met in his dreams, 

of the sceneries he has visited. Some are naïve and childish, some reminiscent of war and 

haunting childhood experiences. The magic of the subconscious is unveiled in his paintings, as 

the reader is invited to see all that hides underneath the thick white hair and beard of Al-Hallaj.  

The creatures are his closest friends. They have followed him through life. We meet the ram 

with horns fighting the sky, the man with a bird’s face, the kids riding fish in the water and, 

perhaps most frightening, the man with a rifles face. But none of these are monsters. Al-Hallaj 

creates or pictures his creatures with care and familiarity. He makes them part of his story. 

“Creatures that adore freedom” they are called.  

To paint is to remember, in the world of Al-Hallaj. But to the reader, every turn of the page is 

a surprise. You really cannot guess what is about to happen, which makes a very joyful reading 

experience. The only thing you can expect is that you will be surprised.  

The book demonstrates how art is a useful and beautiful way of understanding and sharing 

your inner life and emotions. Thus, it is a strong reminder of the power of creativity. No matter 

if you are a child or an adult, your imagination can open doors you do not know where will take 

you. It makes the past present, and it makes adventurous universes accessible. The book insists 

that what is dreamt is real. The realms of reality is widened, and this is an empowering message 

to the children reading this book, that fantasy and creativity are meaningful tools, and 

exploring these can be a catching experience. 

 


