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From the cave paintings in Lascaux more than 20.000 years old, to the contemporary New York 

art scene, this book guides us through the incredible journey that is the history of western art. 

Though quite an ambitious task I think the book is successful in giving a thorough and attentive 

introduction to some of the most significant artists of important periods and movements.  

The introduction to key figures of the history of art is personal and playful, and the book functions 

good as both an enlightening introduction and a joyful reading. The book presents us with a bit of 

personal background and gives us an introduction to their artistic universe; how they worked and 

why they did so, their thoughts on their own work and on art in general. Through the book we 

take a close look on a range of important works of art, to try and understand why they are so 

famous, how we can appreciate them and we try to lure a bit of technique off the masters.  

The book has a subplot of presenting little inspirational tasks to the reader, encouraging us to 

experiment with creating art of our own. Here we are taught tips and tricks as to how to get a 

realistic perspective just right, how to surprise ourselves with colors, or how to paint with scissors, 

just like Matisse. From realism to expressionism, these little exercises aim to widen the scope of 

what art can be (or actually tell us that art can be everything you want it to!) which is very inspiring. 

The idea is clearly to turn art and creation into a playful experience. 

The entire idea of introducing kids to fine arts, I think is very honorable. And to make the likes of 

Michelangelo, Jan Vermeer and Andy Warhol equally accessible is a great achievement. If you read 

this book with a kid, I am sure you will learn a great deal yourself as well. And what you take from 

the book is a lot more than getting fairly acquainted with a certain amount of artist – more so it is 

the tools, or rather the mindset you need to access, to enjoy and contemplate art in general. In 

other words, I think this book might help kids (and adults) get rid of the idea that art is something 

sublime and incomprehensible – and take art down from its pedestal and into the hands.  


