
A Reading of Brune- Young Adult Novel 

(2) 

Alice Youssef 

Brune is a young adult novel by author Håkon Øvreås, illustrated by Øyvind Torseter. It was translated into 

Arabic by Sherine Abdel Wahab and Amal Rawash, it was published by Tamer Institute for Community 

Education - Palestine. The novel narrates the story of Rune - a young boy who moves to a new city, his 

grandfather dies and he is continuously bullied by some children. Rune handles the situations and 

adventures in the novel by turning him into a super hero – Brune, a character he invents, uses and employs 

the superhero tools to engage with reality. 

The novel evokes childhood, imagination and adventure to confront bullying, a topic of great importance 

in a child’s world, which is never a hundred percent devoid of such circumstances. Yet, the text is not well 

established, the novel, although relatively short when compared with books for the same age group does 

not follow a single narrative path fully and does not finish a plot/event line with satisfaction.  If you start 

with the beginning of the text it is clear that the initial images are inconsistent, and the narrative event is 

incomplete. This contrast does not serve the plot and the reader; it hinders the enjoyment of the narrative 

framework. Readers would already be attached to the events to understand the book.  The novel, like life, 

begins with an event that holds with its narration the reader's attention. For instance, the narrator recounts 

the details of Rune's descent to the basement of his aunt Raving's house to bring paint.  The next page states 

that Rune returns with three cans of paint to put in the car, but that he brought them externally (not from 

the basement) : "Rune went behind the house where the car had stopped and then rushed to bring the other 

two buckets, he closed the door of the car. Then Rune climbed out of the basement…” (p. 16). 

This varying shift in the physical space component distracts the readers’ focus. In several other places in 

the novel, the characters move from one place to another as soon as the page is turned without a sequence 

or logical order that serves the plot. 

Consistency / inconsistency is used consciously in literature to serve a specific purpose. Juxtaposition is 

defined as the act painting a picture that is different from analogy or meaning or introducing a new visual 

in the text, this new image will later contradict previous meaning or force the reader to find a new meaning. 

This contrast is especially common to poetry to carry meaning. This is especially common in Mahmoud 

Darwish’s poetry, namely "the Mural"  where Darwish presents two different images: 

I found myself filling the absence. 

Whenever I search for myself I find the others 

And when I search for them 

I only find my alien self 

So am I the individual- crowd? 

 
This questioning generated meaning for the poet's question, something the reader will not find executed 

smoothly in Brune. The constant spatial change loses the narrative moment that could have been a 

constructive step that drives the meaning and the plot forward. Brune is not devoid of inconsistency, which 

we may  attribute  to the lack of attention in the writing or translation or spelling mistakes in the Arabic that 

appeared only once. Yet this is clearly reflected when attributed to the central  plot, for instance the heroes 

return to their "hideout-house" (p. 85) which the reader already knows had been destroyed earlier in the 

text.  



The novel’s end is also at an unsatisfactory step for the reader’s thirst for action.  For the author after having 

established that the superheroes' existence is an ideal tool to combat bullying, ends up using the police to 

catch the bullies for painting the church. While this is not problematic on a major level, it is confusing as 

the central plot was that superheroes - Brune, Atla and Ulse (as ulter-egos) are the solution against bullies. 

This new solution to the plot’s problem, in itself, may be just a surprise element in the text that was full of 

light-hearted comedy, perhaps this new element draws on the witty atmosphere of the text. However, the 

constant  unjustifiable change in the plot  does not help consistency in arriving at a solution that is 

satisfactory or close to the usual in children's books. 

For the case of the narrative and in line with the age group to which the text is directed, this constant change 

does not serve the child or the usual purpose of the novel. Despite this, the whole book remains light and 

full of fun situations that attract the child's attention driving them to overcome the inconsistency of the basic 

text-building units, especially if the novel was read quickly or on one sitting. 


