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Hakaya Group 
Proceeding from its belief in 

the importance of stories as a 

learning mean and creativity-

stimulating tool, Tamer 

Institute has organized a 

module for collecting and 

delivering folk stories. This 

module was launched this 

year in June, and will last until 

February 2017. The first 

workshop in this module was 

introduced by the Palestinian 

storyteller Dennis Asad and 

33 librarian participated in it. 

Dennis introduced the basic 

principles in the process of 

collecting folk stories and in 

the process of storytelling. 

The workshop focused on 

discussing the tone and the 

personality of the narrator. 

"Hakaya Group" will continue 

to collect folk stories, and a 

number of participant will 

travel to Jordan in order to 

participate in Hakaya Festival 

in the coming period. 

 

Tamer Institute Has Launches It’s New Website! 
Tamer Institute for Community Education has launched its official website “www.tamerinst.org”. 
The new website is designed to meet the ambitions of the institute in communicating with the 
local population and the world. It reflects the overall work of the institute that is accelerating 
rapidly, especially since the Institute’s events and activities are taking place on daily basis, and 
they are spreading all over the West Bank and Gaza Strip.The website is designed to be fast in 
every possible way. It’s now easy to browse the website from nearly anywhere utilizing mobile 
devices. The website includes all the institute activities, events, campaigns, and news about 
youth teams and librarians Intellectual paths. It also includes an archive rich in news, photos 
and videos, and contains a continually updated interactive interface. The new website allows 
subscribers to support the Institutes’ programs by showing the legally licensed bank statement 
of the institute. The new website allows anyone interested in volunteering in the activities and 
programs of the institute to volunteer. 
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Tamer institute organizes “Summer Days” 

More than 70 young men and women from the “Palm” teams 
in Tamer Institute participated in the annual summer camp 
“Summer Days", which was organized this year in the period 
between 24/7 - 26/7/2016 at Edward Said institute in Birzeit. 
The camp focused on the debate experience and the formation 
of a homogeneous groups capable of leading discussions and 
dialogues. This experience started by screening a film about 
a group of university students who participate in debates at a 
university level, and how their work within groups and the 
distribution of roles contributed to achieving the desired 
objective of their group, which was suffering from 
marginalization and racism due to the fact that most of it’s  
members are black. Later, the youth in the camp formed 
groups and started working on different controversal topics. At 
the end of the days the two teams participated in an open 
debate. The groups had a chance to achieve deep interaction, 
and engage in dialogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"That is how our children experience the World" 
Tamer Institute for Community Education, with the participation of community libraries in Gaza Strip, organized a series of artistic 

paths for children, in which they adjoin a number of Palestinian artists during their work, and participate in an artistic discussions 

on the work of the Palestinians artists within the project “building hope in libraries”, which is implemented by Tamer Institute in 

eight community libraries in the Gaza Strip.The children met the Palestinian artist “Fathi Ghabin” " who documented the 

Palestinian life in diaspora, the children also visited “Ghanem Al-den" and saw his work which included a variety of sculptures. In 

their last tour, the children met with a group of young artists in Wadi Gaza area, which is a natural reserve. The children had the 

chance to draw and participate in a real live experience along with a group of professional famous artists.  
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General Assembly Meeting 
Tamer institute for community education held an urgent general assembly meeting on 24 May 2016 with main aim to 
amend article 13 of the institution bylaws related to reinstatement of members.  

An independent auditor presented the institute’s financial report for 2015, it was voted and ratified unanimously. Director 
Rinad Qubbaj presented the administrative report for 2015 and the three-year strategic plan, highlighting the major 
qualitative and quantitative achievements.The meeting was concluded by the resignation of the previous board of directors 
and the nominations and elections of the current board of directors. The new elected boad members are Mrs. Abla Nasir, 
The Chairman of the Board; Ms. Janet Michael, The chairman deputy; Mr. Kamal Shamshom, The Board Treasurer; Ms. 
Shahnaz Al Far; The Board Secretary and of Mr. Amer Shomali, Mrs. Haifa Al Shawa, Mr. Mahmoud Atshan and Mr. 
Sadiq Alkhaddor as board members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Question, Place, Imagination" in the activities of the summer camps of the 
“Participatory Education” program 

Tamer Institute organized a series of summer camps in Bethlehem, Hebron, Ramallah and Tulkarm during the summer holiday. 
The Institute worked with groups of children accompanied by their teachers in an experience far from restrictions and curricula, 
in order to provide free space for children. Proceeding from the three basic themes: "question, place, imagination," the summer 
camps started their activities, with the participation of 6 schools from each region (30-35 children) from each school. The 
children used cameras to shoot unfamiliar places in their schools and talked about their excitement reaching these places 
(such as the principle room). Children also talked about their fears, secrets and memories of their towns, and their teachers. 
They read stories and talked about their superheroes. At the end of the meeting that lasted for 4 hours in each region, a group 
of children were selected to form a central team. This team will take the lead in forming initiatives inside schools, which would 
contribute to the improvement of the educational and cultural environment in their schools. 
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New Publications 
Tamer institute for community education issued a series of new 
publications, including a variety of novels and children stories.  

The second edition of a memoir, Poinciana Tree: Memories of a Girl from 
the Lowest Spot in the World by Ahlam Bisharat, who  has worked as an 
editor of a magazine section dedicated to youth issues and has taught 
creative writing. Tamer also published “The Giant” book, by Nahla 
Ghandour and drawings by Jana Tarabolsi, which tackles the idea of 
school-phobia and the sentiments of children in their first school year. As 
part of the intellectual illuminations series, the institute published two 
books with significant intellectual and creative context aiming at presenting 
a form of knowledge that is based on debate, research and curiosity. The 
first book is “Never Violence” by Estrid Lindhgrin, and it includes her 
speech at the German Peace Prize in 1978 in which she attacks violence 
and oppression and domestic violence in particular that target and harm 
children. The second book is f “My Story with Mathematics” by Dr. Munir 
Fasheh, which tackles the story of the author with mathematics over a 
period of 68 years, warning against the cognitive and intellectual dangers 
the occupation imposes on human beings and reminding each individual to 
take part in creating a meaning of the words we use. 
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Oral History  

Within Tamer Institute programs and projects in 
creating spaces to allow learning for children 
and youth, the institute organized three oral 
history paths;  "Figs and grapes in the 
Palestinian culture" path in Ramallah, the 
"Railway" path in Nablus and "From Jenin to 
Tura" path in Jenin. These different paths aim to 
provide learning opportunities for young 
participants. 

These paths will continue until the end of December 2016, and the participating teams will document 
their experience to be published in a book. 
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International participation 
Renad Qubbaj, the general director of Tamer institute was part of the steering committee of the Translation for 
Dialogue she attended two Conference, the first conference was held in February 11 in Egypt, with an initiative aims to 
advocate for the importance of Translation as a crucial instrument for sustaining intercultural dialogue, enrich cultural 
diversity, and enhance better understanding of cultural and societal characters. It also aims promoting institutional and 
programming tools to achieve these objectives. The second conference took place in Portoroz on 23 and 24 June 
2016.  The conference included plenary sessions and workshops aiming to build on proposals and recommendations 
towards a new roadmap dedicated for a programme on Translation for Dialogue. The workshops focused on discussing 
the reasons investing in Translation and the ALF approach towards a new Fund for Translation in the field of 
intercultural Dialogue.  

The Resources Center for Children Literature held a series of talks  
TAMER Institute’s Resources Center for Children Literature in cooperation with Al Anwar Al-Ibrahimiyah library in 
Hebron, Ramallah public library and Jenin public library held series of talks in August, with the author Munir Fasheh on 
his book “My Story with Mathematics”. Around 180 parents, teachers, librarians, youth, children attended these 
discussions. The book raised several pedagogical issues focusing on a) the process of recovery from many dominating 
notions, b) the daily practices in the educational lives of teachers and students and c) how the participatory research 
can enable teachers, children and youth to overcome the stereotypes in the mainstream education. In the same 
context, the Resources Center for Children Literature in cooperation with Nablus public library held a talk on “Never 
Violence” book. The writer Ahlam Bsharat and the literature critic Alaa Qarman presented and discussed the book. 
Bsharat spoke about the characters of Lindghrin’s books and their connection to the characters inside the “Never 
violence” book, she also discussed how the writer described children, (as adventurous, independent and confident). 
Qarman addressed the personal trends reflected by Lindhgrin in the story and the solutions adopted, she discussed 
how parents and teachers deal with their children and vice versa.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


