January- April 2017

Tamer Institute for Community Education
Newsletter

Tamer Institute launches its annual campaign to encourage reading in the
Palestinian society 2017 under the title “The Earth Speaks”
The National Reading Campaign was launched in the spring of this year through a National
Reading Week that took place between the 1st -7th of April. The campaign raised the slogan of
“The Earth Speaks”, with a program that focuses on positive actions, diligence and perseverance
as basis of the activities that was carried out during the National Reading Week. The campaign
was organized and implemented in coordination with tens of governmental and nongovernmental institutes and hundreds of schools all over the Palestinian districts. The National
Reading week was projected as an annual National festival where all forms of cultural
expressions, including folk dancing; storytelling, plays, poetry, cultural trips, movies, and book
discussions are held.
Through the campaign, and through working with partners young and old, we highlighted the
need to return to the earth and pay attention to it, through the concepts of mutual giving between
the earth and the human, by treating the earth as a partner and companion, not a mere tool meant
to service human beings.
This relationship preserves the memory and history of the earth while preserving it for future
generations. The nature and the earth that were and will remain the main source of inspiration,
wonder, and sanctuary for man to rest, meditate and imagine. The campaign was a space for
imagination through literature and reading, and a chance to highlight some inspiring experiences
that are based on listening to the earth. Additionally, this year the Ministry of Education made a
significant contribution to the campaign by inviting all the schools to participate in the activities
of the campaign.
In the Gaza Strip, the reading campaign was launched in partnership with many libraries and
cultural centers. 267 UNRWA schools participated in the preparatory meetings of the campaign,
which provided opportunities for children in these schools to participate in the reading week
activities. The children read, discussed books, sang and participated in theater performances,
and lived new experiences with their teachers who participated in these activities as well.

# Hashtags #
From Yaraat youth team
to the world during the
national reading week
During
the
National
Reading Week, Yaraat
youth team created and
shared some hashtags to
disseminate the idea of the
campaign, and to express
their feelings and thoughts
about their participation in
the campaign, specially that
the social networking sites
have
recently
become
platforms through which
ideas can be passed and
disseminated. The first
Hashtag that was shared by
the
team
was
#sing_in_Palestinian, it was
a call and space for youth
and friends to share
Palestinian folk songs; a
chance to share together part
of our heritage and identity.
The second Hashtag was
#pass_by_our_neighborhoo
d, it was a space for people
to
talk
about
their
neighborhood
and
traditions.
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“The way to home is lovelier than the home itself”
As part of the participatory education approach that Tamer Institute is promoting in schools and funded by BMZ, many
expressive arts activities were organized inside the schools to encourage children to participate in organizing initiatives inside
schools, which support the active engagement of children in their school life. Parents of children were also encouraged to
participate in the initiatives as well. Parents engaged in a learning process as they participate in planning for and implementing
the initiatives with their children. 23 initiatives took place in 17 schools in the West Bank and 6 in Gaza Strip. These
initiatives are expected to leave sustainable influence on the school after the project duration ends, and are expected to lead to
a sustained engagement of parents to schools.
Previously, Tamer conducted workshops with teachers to introduce them to the concept of initiatives and cooperation.
Additionally, we raised the theme "the way to home is lovelier than the home itself” which is a quote by the famous
Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darweesh. This theme indicates how those teachers should pay attention to the process and enjoy
thinking, engaging, and implementing the initiatives in a participatory way.

Public libraries capacity support of their role in education
An intellectual path with librarians was conducted on
February 22, 2017 under the title “Participatory Education”.
62 librarians participated in this intellectual path from
various districts. The goal of this intellectual path was to
promote the concept of participatory education between
libraries in their relationship with children, parents,
administration, other libraries and the community at a
large. At the beginning of the day, each network of libraries
(based on districts) participated in presenting and
highlighting a bright and successful experience that they
really feel proud about in 2016, and one of the issues that
they would like to work on in 2017. This intellectual path is
part of a project funded by BMZ, aims to enhance the
participatory learning approach in Palestine.
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Tamer Institute hosting Storytellers
As part of a path that focuses on collecting folk stories and storytelling
for a group of Palestinian librarians from different cities in Palestine.
Tamer institute hosted the storyteller Amer Hleleh to train the team on
the skills needed to perform a story on a stage. Amer was able to pass
a variety of exercises on the importance of the facial expressions, as
well as the body movements in performing and acting the story. In the
same context, Tamer institute hosted Sally Chalabi from Jordan, who
was carrying out a series of performances in Palestine. In her meeting
with the group, she discussed the importance of understanding the
stories that will be told, and the need for flexibility and adaptation
during storytelling.
Additionally, a group of Hakawaties’ participated in a festival entitled
“The Stories of Earth and Human”, which was launched in Ain AlSultan in Jericho with the participation of children and families from
the city. The participants joined the storyteller Dr. Faiha Abdel Hadi
and the researcher Iyas Hassan in Jericho by sharing their stories from
16-20 March 2017.The opening ceremony was attended by Hamzeh alAkrabawi, Fida Ataya, Mariam Muammar and Abd-Tarira. The festival
included 30 performances of 30 stories presented by the hakawaties
during the three days. The performances were held in different regions
with the presence of over 1000 children.

Dar Al Fati Al Arabi returns to life
Tamer accomplished a research book that focuses on establishing a
knowledge base of Dar Al Fata and its historical story, through
investigating the intersection between the narrative and the visuals
presented in Dar Al Fata’s publications. The phenomenon of the study
manifests in the forms of interaction between the organizational level,
the narrative level and the visual level in the publications of Dar Al Fata.
Mainly, the study focuses on how the narrative is built on different levels,
starting with organizational aspects as the foundation of social
production. As a result, the narrative forms an essential social space for
all social contradictions, in an attempt for reformulation. The research
produced focused on the comparative literature aspect of Dar al Fata al
Arabi’s publications. Additionally, two exhibitions were organized at
Khalil al Sakakini’s center in Ramallah and in Bethlehem University.
The exhibitions which are based on the study take the observer/visitor
back to the magic of these, latent in memory, texts and images. This
return attempts to explore, examine, deconstruct, and build anew the (im)
possible spaces of memory between the image and the text, as we
experience them today.
The exhibitions represent textual and visual materials from the corpus of
Dar al-Fata al-Arabi (1974-1993). This library is one of the main textual
and visual vaults of the Palestinian collective memory, as well as the
general Arab one. The materials signify “Home”, as much as it is
contained in the first image/text, and asks, “Where is the home of the
Palestinian/the Arab today?”
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The Resource Center for Children's Literature launches a series of new releases
The Resource Center for children’s Literature at Tamer Institute for Community
Education launched two of its works for children and young adults since the
beginning of this year, which were published by the publishing unit at Tamer
Institute, among a long list of publications that varied between local and translated
books.
On March 6th 2017, Tamer institute launched the book "Ginger", which is a novel
for young adults written by Ahlam Bisharat, and the cover was painted by the
Lebanese artist Maya Fidawi. The event was held at the Ramallah Public Library.
The book was presented by Amani Al-Junaidi and the teacher Reem AlBarghouthi. The writer talked about her experiences in writing to the adolescents
and her own experience writing this book.
Ginger celebrates the Trinity of love, dreams and travel, and re-investigates the
question of unity, not only through the story of human, but through the anxiety and
doubt that can not escape guard dog: Ginger, and the black cat: Kisheh.
Additionally, on 20 March 2017, the book "Silly Lilly" was launched, a story for
children translated from Danish, was written by Mitha Vetsu and illustrated by
Stino Elum. The launch was carried out at the Resource Center for children’s
Literature, which included two critical readings presented by Dr. Ibrahim Abu
Hashhash and the researcher Alaa Qorman, in the presence of the Danish
representative and a number of friends and writers. It is worth mentioning that the
publication of this book is the result of a partnership agreement between Tamer
and the Danish House, which began last year. The partnership is expected to
continue this year through new events and translations.
The publishing unit at the Tamer Institute has also published a number of novels
since the beginning of this year, among them Brune, a Norwegian book translated
into Arabic, and Those Who Do Not Exist, a Norwegian novel for young adults
translated into Arabic, And Tineen Bethlehem for the writer Huda Shawa.

"Thirty Years, Thirty Stories" in Nawwar Nissan
As one of the organizing partners, Tamer Institute for Community Education organized and launched the Nawwar
Nissan Festival, which was held on April 6 and 7 this year under the slogan "Thirty Years Thirty Stories." The
slogan of the festival was to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the First Palestinian Intifada “uprising”, highlighting
its values and the spirit. Tamer participated in this cultural and artistic event in the presence of hundreds of
children and parents.

